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Preface – Comprehensive Plan Update 
 

Green Lake County Today - 2015  
 
Green Lake County, at the southern end of the 'New North' region, is located 90 miles northwest 
of Milwaukee and 180 miles northwest of Chicago in a picturesque area of east central 
Wisconsin, surrounded by agricultural acres, lakes and a myriad of industrial operations. The 
county seat is located in the City of Green Lake which takes its name from the state's deepest 
natural lake. The cool, clear waters reach a maximum depth of 237 feet and cover an area 7 ½ 
miles long and 2 ½ miles wide, bordered by sandy beaches, wooded shoreline and historic 
resorts. 

 
Green Lake County is a small county geographically.  With an area of 355 square miles, it ranks 
65th in size out of 72 Wisconsin counties.  The County is bordered on the north by Waushara 
County, on the west by Marquette County, on the south by both Columbia and Dodge Counties, 
and from the east by Fond du Lac and Winnebago Counties.  Within the County there are two 
villages, four cities and 10 towns. 
 
The historic Fox River runs through two Green Lake County communities, Berlin and Princeton. 
With a total of 20 lakes and the Fox River, the County offers good opportunities for recreation, 
boating, fishing, swimming, and general site seeing.  Biking, hiking and snowmobile trails can be 
found throughout the County. With hundreds of acres of public hunting grounds, Green Lake 
County has become a favorite destination for hunters. 
 
The County is home to numerous high quality golf courses, outdoor flea markets, museums, 
historic sites and much more.     
 
Each of the four major municipalities of Green Lake County (Berlin, Green Lake, Markesan and 
Princeton) support major industrial and business partners including such activities as sand 
production, mobile generator and light tower manufacturing and food processing.  Other 
manufacturers around the County specialize in products made from plastics to metals. Several 
trucking companies are also available to move the County's products and produce. 
 
Green Lake County is also home to a quality health care system, with a full service hospital in 
Berlin and health care clinics in each community.  Elementary and high schools are located in 
each of the four major municipalities. The County and the communities offer a wide variety of 
parks and open spaces with a myriad of activities. 
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Planning in Green Lake County 
 

Defining a Comprehensive Plan and its Importance 
 
A comprehensive plan serves as a blueprint for the physical development of a town, village, city 
or county governmental unit.  In basic terms, future land use decisions and actions such as 
rezones, land divisions reviews and alike taken by the governing political body shall be 
consistent with that governmental unit’s comprehensive plan.   
 
A comprehensive plan also clarifies the relationship between physical development polices and 
social economic goals.  Based on the information in the plan, the plan becomes a public guide 
to land use decision-making. The comprehensive plan is usually the only public document that 
describes the governmental unit as a whole in terms of its complex and mutually supporting 
networks.  The requirements of developing a new comprehensive plan or the updating of an 
existing comprehensive plan are defined by Wis. Stats. 66.1001. The statute also identifies the 
required components of a comprehensive plan.   
 
Generally, components of a comprehensive plan encompass many of the functions that make a 
governmental unit work, such as transportation, housing, public facilities, agriculture as well as 
other administrative responsibilities. A comprehensive plan considers the interrelationships of 
those functions.  The comprehensive plan reflects broad interests and values; it is built upon 
economic growth estimates, population trends, and the condition of the natural and historic 
resources.  Comprehensive planning therefore helps coordinate the various plans, programs, 
and procedures of a governmental unit by providing information which is vital to sound decision 
making.   
 
When a county develops and adopts a comprehensive plan, it has officially made a statement of 
the government’s policy on the physical development of the county.  Existing residents, 
business owners, service providers, local officials, potential new residents and business 
prospectors will know how the county envisions its future. 
 
In summary, a comprehensive plan is designed to serve as a long-range policy guide to the 
physical development of a governmental unit, in this case, Green Lake County.  It reflects the 
overall “vision” concerning future growth and land use.  It establishes the goals, objectives and 
policy parameters within which local land use operates. The plan should be amended as the 
foundations, upon which it is based, change.  
 

Previous Comprehensive Planning in Green Lake County 
 
Green Lake County adopted its first ‘Smart Growth’ Comprehensive Plan under Wis. Stats 
66.1001 in September, 2003.   The process was part of a larger multi-jurisdictional planning 
effort conducted throughout Green Lake County.  Each of the local plans acted as an individual 
component to the much larger county planning effort. The effort involved all cities, villages and 
the towns within the County.  When laced together, the local plans formed the groundwork for 
the county-wide plan. 
 
In 1999, Green Lake County conducted a visioning process to kick off the original planning effort 
including a household survey.  With the assistance of residents and landowners, the County 
was able to conduct a household survey that included specific responses to conditions at the 
local level as well as being important for long-range planning at the County level.  As part of the 








